
W/21 /1370 Application for Battery Factory 

CPRE Objections 

CPRE Warwickshire objects to the application submitted on behalf of Coventry City Council and 
Coventry Airport for the development of a battery manufacturing facility. The main issues are 
summarised in the sections below. 

Scale of proposed development 

The Design and Access Statement (P2) headlines that "the proposed Gigafactory ... will be the 

UK's largest single manufacturing planf'. While the Economic and Social Benefits Report 
('Hatch Report') makes a case for development of battery factories in the UK, it does not justify 
the huge scale of the proposed development at Coventry Airport. 

The proposed manufacturing plant at Coventry Airport is designed to deliver 60GWh per annum 
of battery capacity (Planning Statement paragraph 3.3). This compares with a UK-wide forecast 

of demand of 50GWh p.a. in 2030 rising to 140GWh p.a. by 2040. The 2040 forecast is 
expected to be delivered by seven battery factories with an average of 20GWh p.a. each (Hatch 

Report paragraphs 4.22 and 4.93). 

The proposed battery factory's design point of 60GWh p.a. is assumed to be delivered by 

multiple production lines of 3-4 GWh [per annum] for each line (Hatch Report paragraph 4.83). 
This implies 15-20 parallel production lines serving different battery customers and locations. If 

1 GWh of batteries supplies 30,000 electric vehicles (derived from paragraph 4.9 of the Hatch 
Report), the 60GWh p.a. design point would supply 1,800,000 electric vehicles per annum. This 
is double the total number of cars built in the whole of the UK in 2020 and greater than the peak 

of UK production in the last 6 years 1. Even if electric vehicles grow in average battery capacity 
over time (which seems unlikely considering that many electric vehicles are currently in the 

premium car segment), the proposed factory size is excessive for foreseeable car production in 
the UK. 

The Hatch Report claims (paragraph 4.50) that "proximity to the end user of the battery is the 

most important issue in decisions about location." The end-users of high volumes of battery 

packs are expected to be high volume car manufacturing plants in locations such as 
Sunderland, Merseyside, Derbyshire, Birmingham, Solihull, Oxfordshire and Bedfordshire 
(Hatch Report paragraph 6.50). In Coventry and Warwickshire car-making is low volume. 

Being within 2-4 hours travel time of large scale vehicle manufacturing plants is far from unique 
to the Coventry Airport site (paragraph 5.3 and Table 5.4 ). 

When considering large-scale car manufacturers, it is important to distinguish between different 
functions within an organisation. While research and development teams may need to interact 

with academia, they are not end-users of large-scale battery manufacturing plants. Global 
product development is increasingly done on the basis of designing the product once (design 

1 UK Vehicle Manufacturing Data - SMMT monthly data 
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